G-v-D-011 ca. 1910
William Povish Farm

Kempton

Private

The William Povish Farm is an early twentieth century site
consisting of a frame dwelling with a wash house and a kitchen
building behind it, a frame bank barn, and a small granary of
vertical plank construction. The house is a two story, gable-
roofed, ell-plan with a double entrance facade and a porch that
extends around the major portion of the building. The Povishes
operated this small farm themselves, raised cattle and later raised
dairy cows.
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The William Povish Farm is located on the east side of Kempton Road
approximately .5 mile north of the town of Kempton. The main facade of the
house, facing the road, points northwest.

The house is a two story, frame structure built ca. 1910. Its basic
configuration is an ell-plan with a shallowly pitched gable roof and an
irregularly spaced four bay facade with two central doors. A shed-roofed
porch extends the full length of the facade, covers the northeast endwall,
and then continues to the rear ell as an enclosed room.

The exterior walls are covered with narrow German siding which has slightly
uneven beveled edges. This suggests that these boards may have been hand
planed into German siding from standard weatherboard. Recently, however, the
house has been covered with gold aluminum siding and the only place where
the original siding is visible is within the enclosed area of the porch.

One over one sash windows with plain board surrounds and :narrow sills light
the building. The roof,which is covered with asphalt shingles, has a shallow
box cornice with partial gable end returns. A brick chimmey is located along
the ridgeline of the rear wing.

The porch rests on a cement block foundation and is supported by eight
turned posts with a turned baluster railing at the northeast and southwest
ends. The enclosed section of the porch is covered with green hexagonal
asphalt shingles.and has three over one sash windows.

The interior arrangement is a two room plan with a one room rear ell. The
two front rooms, each with its own exterior entrance, have always been referred
to by the original occupant as "the parlor" (northeast end) and 'the drawing
room" (southwest end). A two flight stairway is located against the
partition wall in the drawing room. Ten stairs rise to a landing, then four
additional stairs rise to the right. The newel post is square with applied
moldings, and square balusters are spaced two per tread. The second floor
contains three bedrooms corresponding generally to the same layout as the
ground floor. The area above the drawing room, however, contains a hallway
and a built-in closet with hand planed paneled doors as well as a five-sided
corner bedroom. Window surrounds, door surrounds and baseboards throughout
the house are plain, flat board. The interior doors are five-paneled with
white ceramic knobs.

(continued)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Povish built the house and barn circa 1910. He raised
cattle and then later changed to raising dairy cows, selling their
mils to Carnation Dairy. The Povishes sometimes boarded men who
worked in the coal mines at Kempton (see G-V-D-002).
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Interview with Tim Shane, August 18, 1980.
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G-V-D-011 William Povish Farm
(Continued - #7)

Two small, single room,gable-roofed outbuildings are set side by side
approximately fifteen feet east of the house. The easternmost building is
a wash house, the other is a combination kitchen and milkhouse. The kitchen
building is set into a hill with the entrance of the milk cooling compart=
ment at the base of the hill. The milkhouse is actually the basement portion
of the kitchen. The basement and foundation are of poured concrete, while
the kitchen above is of frame construction. An interior brick chimney cuts
through the east corner and is attached to a wood burning stove. This
building is no longer used, as a modern kitchen has since been installed in
the basement of the rear wing in the house. The wash house is similar to
the kitchen in size and materials except that it does not have a basement
level. An interior brick chimney is located on its northeast wall. A spring
runs south between the two buildings supplying both with water.

Further east is a bank barn with a supporting frame of both machine
sawn and hand hewn timbers. Just north of the barn is a small gable-roofed
granary of vertical plank construction.with four grain compartments inside.

The kitchen, wash house, barn, and granary all date from about the same
period as the house. A frame tractor shed northeast of the barn and a frame
garage northeast of the house are recent additions to the property.
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Davis, MD-WV Site #: G-V-D-011

USGS 7.5 minute series William Povish Farm

- Scale-1:24,000 Kempton Rd. - E side, .5 mile
1946; revised 1966 North of Kempton
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